o Class size with and without teacher aides   (Hawley).
o Size  of   school and how students  are assigned to

instructional units  (Hawley}.
o Student  assignment to various classes  and special

programs   (i.e.,   special education and gifted and

talented programs)   (Thomas).

Finally,  various  forms  of  team teaching and differentiated staffing  represent
organizational arrangements   that need to be assessed  (McPartland).

Instructional Practices.

Pedagogy.       Potentially,   there is a very wide variety  of pedagogical practices
that  can be  employed by teachers,   and a systematic classification of  them would
seem  to be prerequisite to exploring this domain.     Note  that these  factors are
among  those which are most clearly under  the control of  the teacher.     At one
level   is the suggestion to document the mix of such practices as whole  class
teaching,   small group instruction,  programmed instruction,   individualized
learning,   peer tutoring,  open education,   outcome-based education,  mastery
learning,   and interactive teaching,   classroom discussion,   laboratory or
activity-centered  instruction  (Hawley,   B.   Turnbull,   Reianer).     To be useful,
such  data presumably would have  to be coupled with  information  on subject,   grade
level,   types  of students,   etc.

Other practices and dimensions  of practice include:

o Use of a variety of  teaching strategies   (Hersh).
o Quality of   instruction   (McParland).
o Appropriate level of instruction  (McPartland)
o Incentives   (McPartland).

o Diagnostic data on  reading,   comprehension,   and higher
order thinking skills  (Eubanks).

Time.       Flowing out  of  the research on  "time on task"   is a broad Interest in
the structuring and use of  time  in schools.    Many writers  are  interested in
measuring academic learning  time,  with careful distinctions between time
allocated and student engaged time   (McDonough/AACD,   Selden,  Hersh,   Walberg,
Odden,   Peterson,   Scott-Jones).    Time spent on homework is also considered
important   (Hersh,   NSF,   Selden).

The parallel issue for teachers  is hours per week taught by teachers   (Hawley).
The problem of  interruptions,  as  for public address  announcements,   is  also noted
(B,   Turnbull).

At the  macro level,   there is an  interest  in the  length of  the school year and
day   (Scott-Jones,  Peterson)   and methods used to schedule periods during  the day
(McPartland}.

School Resources.     Schools  generally have a variety of  learning resources  at
hand.     The availability and use  of libraries,   audio-visual equipment,   programmed
instruction,  media centers,   computers,   and other technology are of general
interest  (Buccino>  Natriello,  Hawley,  Miller),  However,   one paper cites  library
data  as an area where deletions might be  feasible  (Plisko).
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